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The Best of the Bay Tasting Event to Feature Unforgettable Local Food and Drink 

San Francisco, CA, April 8, 2009 – CUESA and the Ferry Building Marketplace, in partnership 

with NYC-based Project for Public Spaces (PPS), will present the Best of the Bay Tasting Event 

on April 25, 2009, featuring the region’s top chefs and local food and drink   

The evening will feature San Francisco’s best-loved chefs preparing direct-from-the-farmers-

market delicacies, as well as samples of the region’s best organic beers, local vodka cocktails 

and some of Napa Valley’s finest wines.  This celebration of fresh, local foods is open to the 

public, and will take place on April 25th from 6:30-8:30 pm in the Grand Hall of the Ferry 

Building Marketplace.  "We are pleased we can highlight the diversity of our California spring 

harvest, and showcase the local chefs and farmers markets vendors that celebrate these 

ingredients," said Dave Stockdale, CUESA executive director and Best of the Bay co-host. 

 “We are hosting this tasting event early in the evening so that chefs from 13 of the area’s best 

restaurants* can showcase their freshest takes on local offerings in person,” added Jane Connors, 

event co-host and manager of the Ferry Building Marketplace.  They will be joined by 14 Napa 

Valley Wineries*, 2 organic brewing companies* and Square One Organic Vodka, all sampling 

their finest wine, beer and cocktails. The tasting will also feature treats direct from several Bay 

Area farmers markets vendors, such as oysters on the half shell, empanadas, sorbets, and more. 

CUESA, Ferry Building Marketplace and New York’s Project for Public Spaces will play host to 

the event, coinciding with the 7th International Public Markets Conference taking place in San 

Francisco from April 24-26th.   The Conference will highlight the many ways local markets help 

reconnect local economies to communities, and will host market leaders from around the world 

including London, Barcelona, Budapest, New York, Seattle, New Orleans, and more.   

(MORE) 



 “We hope to highlight the best of what public markets have to offer,” said PPS Senior Vice 

President Steven Davies, “and connect our conference attendees with the local community at this 

exciting celebration of the Bay Area. 

Tickets are $75 each, and are available online at http://www.pps.org/best-of-the-bay/.   

*See below for list of chefs, restaurants, wineries, brewing companies and distilleries 

Chefs and Restaurants 
Paul Arenstam, Americano 
Alexander Ong, Betelnut 
Bruce Hill, Bix 
Craig Stoll, Delfina 
Jake DesVoignes, Fish & Farm 
Nate Keller, Gastronaut 
Annie Somerville, Greens 
Ronnie New, Magnolia Pub & Brewery 
Daniel Clayton, Nibblers Eatery & Wine Bar 
Staffan Terje, Perbacco 
Bruce Hill, Picco 
Chris L’Hommedieu, Restaurant Michael Mina 
Erica Holland-Toll, The Lark Creek Inn 

 

*Wineries, Breweries and Distilleries 
Butte Creek Brewing 
Santa Cruz Mountain Brewing Company  
Square One Vodka 
Cain Vineyard and Winery 
CONSTANT 
Cuvaison Estate Wines 
Ehlers Estate 
Etude 
Joseph Phelps Vineyards 
Merryvale Vineyards 
Paraduxx 
Parry Celars 
Salvestrin 
St. Clement Vineyards 
Trefethen Family Vineyards 
Tres Sabores 
 

About CUESA:  

The Center for Urban Education about Sustainable Agriculture is dedicated to promoting a 
sustainable food system through the operation of the Ferry Plaza Farmers Market and its 
educational programs. We are a tax-exempt 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation organized in 1994 to 
educate urban consumers about sustainable agriculture and to create links between urban 
dwellers and local farmers. We have managed the Ferry Plaza Farmers Market since 1999.  



CUESA’s educational programs include our Market to Table events, farm tours, weekly 
electronic newsletter, lectures and panel discussions, educational displays, and more. 
 
About the Ferry Building Marketplace: The Ferry Building Marketplace is committed to the 
artisan food community and to fostering the values of that community here at the Ferry Building. 
We envision the Ferry Building Marketplace as a vibrant gathering of local farmers, artisan 
producers, and independently owned and operated food businesses and the customers they serve. 
We are creating a community of like-minded people that will: 

• Showcase small regional producers that practice traditional farming or production 
techniques and who develop personal relationships with their customers.  

• Promote the Bay Area's vast ethnic diversity and serve and an incubator for artisan 
producers who are returning to sustainable methods of agriculture and production.  

• Provide a central location for the promotion of the world-class food and wine producing 
regions of Northern California and recognize wine's connection to our rich regional 
cuisine.  

• Collaborate with local transit authorities to build strong regional ties to the Ferry 
Building and support the revitalization of the San Francisco waterfront.  

• Operate as a community gathering-place for the celebration of local culture and cuisine.  
 
About Project for Public Spaces, Inc. – Project for Public Spaces is a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to helping people create and sustain public spaces that build stronger communities.  

Founded in 1975, the PPS approach embraces the insights of William H Whyte, a pioneer in 

understanding the way people use public spaces.  Today PPS has become an internationally 

recognized center for best-practices, information and resources about Placemaking. Over the past 

30+ years, PPS has worked in more than 2,000 communities in 26 countries around the world, 

helping people turn their public spaces and public markets into vital community places with 

programs, uses and people friendly settings that build local value and serve community needs. 
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